


 
 
 

 
 WASHBURN COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MINUTES - DRAFT 

March 16, 2021 
6:00 p.m. 

 Board Room, Washburn County Services Center, Shell Lake, Wisconsin 
 
        
1. Call Meeting to Order at 6:00 p.m. by Chair Mackie. 
2. Moment of Silent Meditation and Pledge of Allegiance was lead by Supv. D. Wilson. 
3. Notice of Meeting was read by County Clerk Olson. 
4. Roll Call was done by County Clerk Olson. Present: 17 (Haessig via Webex); Excused: 2 

(Olsgard, Sather); Vacant: 2 (Districts 12 & 15); Youth Present: 2 (Gunderson, Olson).  
5. Election of 2nd Vice Chair were done by secret ballot (Supv. Haessig did not vote due to 

participating virtually). Nominations for Tim Kessler and Linda Featherly were made and 
seconded by Supvs. Stariha/Ford and Supvs. Wilson/S. Smith, respectively. There being no 
other nominations, nominations were closed. Ballots were gathered twice with ties both 
times. Both candidates were afforded the opportunity to speak and the third and final vote 
count was 7 for Tim Kessler, 9 for Linda Featherly. Linda Featherly is now the 2nd Vice Chair 
of the Washburn County Board.  

6. Approval of February 16, 2021 County Board Proceedings on motion by D. Wilson, 2nd by J. 
Ford, MC.  

7. Concerned Citizens – Colleen Cook, Spooner – spoke against items G & H; Bob Wanek, 
Spooner – spoke against the LTE position in item H.   

8. Presentation of Certificates to Youth Representatives – certificates were presented to the 
youth present.   

9. COVID-19 Update – Chair Mackie read the letter from Governor Ever’s office in response to 
our previous letter concerning vaccines. Updates were given.   
 

10. Consent Agenda approved on motion by Supv. D. Wilson, 2nd by Supv. H. Graber; MC.  
 
A. Rezone Petition and Amendatory Ordinance – February 2021 

 
11. Other Resolutions and Ordinances 

 
A. Resolution 2021-18 Authorizing the Sale of Certain ROW Lands Lying Along CTH D in the Town 

of Birchwood to the Gene M. Thompson Trust – Supv. Kessler gave a history on ROW lands. 
Motion to approve was made by Supv. T. Kessler, 2nd by Supv. C. Stariha. Supv. S. Smith asked 
about the price originally paid per square ft/appraisal fees in that he felt that the price paid for 
the acquisition by the Thompson Trust should be the same as what the county paid for it 
originally. Supv. Kessler stated that the county has been in the practice of selling back unused 
portions of land at the current value and that the buyer is paying for the appraisal costs. Roll 
Vote: Yes (17), No (0); Youth: Yes (2); MC.  

B. Resolution 2021-19 to Carry Over Unused Revenue from the 2020 to the 2021 Corporation 
Counsel Budget – Motion to approve made by Supv. S. Smith, 2nd by Supv. D. Wilson. Roll Vote: 
Yes (17), No (0); Youth: Yes (2); MC.   

C. Resolution 2021-20 to Accept Funds from the Dept of Agricultural Trade and Consumer 
Protection – Motion to approve made by Supv. L. Featherly, 2nd by Supv. B. Reiter. Roll Vote: Yes 
(17), No (0); Youth: Yes (2); MC.  

D. Resolution 2021-21 to Increase the 2021 Development Fund for Church Property Demo 
Specifications – Motion to approve made by Supv. D. Wilson, 2nd by Supv. S. Smith. Roll Vote: 
Yes (17), No (0); Youth: Yes (2); MC.  

E. Resolution 2021-22 to Carry Over 2020 Aging Dept DOT Transportation Funds to the 2021 
Aging DOT Transportation Budget to Purchase Upgraded Scheduling & Volunteer Software and 



Associated Operating Supplies – Motion to approve made by Supv. S. Smith, 2nd by  Supv. L. 
Featherly. Roll Vote: Yes (17), No (0); Youth: Yes (2); MC.  

F. Resolution 2021-23 Approving the Washburn County Senior Center Reopening Plan – Motion 
to approve by Supv. L. Featherly, 2nd by Supv. B. Reiter. Supv. Jerry Smith asked how we are 
going to monitor hand washing, etc. Linda Hand, Aging Director, stated there will be limited 
capacity and probably no more than 10 people at each center to start with and is working with 
Kiko Murphy, Facilities Director, re: sq ft space; this is where the LTE position is important so 
they can make sure we are following CDC/public health guidelines. Supv. C. Stariha asked about 
playing cards. Linda Hand stated that they are working on several activities that can be done  
such as bingo and cooking classes and several people have given suggestions through the 
surveys. UW Extension is willing to help with education and accessing of facebook portals and 
virtual games, so seniors would be able to play this way. Supv. Jerry Smith asked if the seniors at 
Minong could play cards, since the seniors there own the building. Linda Hand has been in 
contact with Minong Center board and they have already agreed that they would not enter the 
kitchen at any time and while we are renting they would not do the activities (county staff are 
there during meal prep Mon-Fri). Supv. D. Wilson asked that if there is any fiscal impact for this 
resolution that he would request that information, as it currently states “unknown”. Supv. P. 
Johnson felt that the concerns citizens spoke about during public comment were valid. Both 
Linda Hand and Kiko Murphy went to the Spooner Center and had addressed the request for a 
new carpet and spoke of other work done on the air conditioning/furnace duct work – this is not 
part of the reopening plan being considered. Voice vote: MC with one naye – Jerry Smith. 

G. Resolution 2021-24 to Increase the 2021 Aging Dept Budget Using Unspent Revenue from 
2020 to Fund an LTE Senior Activity Facilitator/Monitor – Motion to approve by Supv. S. Smith, 
2nd by Supv. B. Vosberg. Discussed the position and timeline as well as facility issues such as 
asbestos and having senior participation more than one day per week. Supv. Wilson stated that 
the dollars in this resolution are specifically earmarked for COVID relief and can only be used for 
specific items. Supv. D. Haessig stated that this is a relatively small amount of money to get our 
senior centers open and that we’ll always have facility issues. Roll Vote: Yes (15), No (2) J. Smith, 
P. Johnson; Youth: Yes (2); MC.  

H. Resolution 2021-25 Approving the New Position of LTE Senior Activity Facilitator/Monitor – 
Motion to approve by Supv. D. Wilson, 2nd by Supv. L. Featherly. Roll Vote: Yes (15), No (2); 
Youth: Yes (2); MC.  

I. Resolution 2021-26 to Increase the 2021 Forestry Dept Budget re: Consulting Fees for Carbon 
Credit Storage Project – Motion to approve by Supv. S. Smith, 2nd by Supv. D. Wilson. 
Explanation of the project was given by Forest Administrator Mike Peterson. Credits are 
purchased by companies needing to go greener. These credits would allow us to continue to 
manage timber as we’ve done in the past and now this would be one more product coming out 
of our forest.  Projects are very complex and the potential payments are significant. Supv. S. 
Smith asked about if the county forest was insurable. Issue was discussed. Projections would 
have to encompass the 40 year commitment even though most of the activity will happen in the 
beginning. Roll Vote: Yes (17), No (0); Youth: Yes (2); MC.  

J. Resolution 2021-27 Upgrading the Washburn County Public Safety Radio Communications 
System – Motion to approve by Supv. S. Smith, 2nd by  Supv. J. Ford. Supv. Kessler asked where 
the money was coming from and if we’re cancelling any other projects; Chair Mackie stated that 
we are not cancelling any projects. Supv. P. Johnson asked about costs for future phases. We 
will reassess after the backbone has been put in place per Emergency Management Director 
Carol Buck. The last tower was placed in Long Lake – this tower would be part of the critical 
backbone structure. Lampson Tower is owned by the State Patrol/DOT. Supv. C. Stariha asked 
about unassigned dollars from capital improvement; it was stated that projects that were 
obligated from 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021 will continue. Reviewed potential eligibility for grants. 
Supv. D. Wood stated that the Long Lake Tower has potential for rental dollars. Supv. J. Ford 
stated that what we have in place right now is too old, we don’t know when it’s going to fail, we 
have a lot of people depending on that equipment, we need it. Supv. J. Smith asked about the 
timeline, with Carol Buck responding that the RFP is ready to go and we can start tomorrow. 
Supv. D. Wilson added that this is a long-term commitment and is a lot of money but is pale 
compared to a wrongful death/lawsuit due to an inability to communicate. Supv. D. Haessig – 



thanked David Masterjohn who spent a lot of time on this work; we’ve put many patches on our 
communication system, we now have a plan to move forward and we should do so. Chair 
Mackie thanked the board for their foresight for things we need to get done. Roll Vote: Yes (17), 
No (0); Youth: Yes (2); MC.  

K. Resolution 2021-28 Approving the Creation of a .49 CPT Position for Public Safety Technology 
Specialist – Motion to approve by Supv. D. Wilson, 2nd by Supv. J. Ford - amended resolution to 
include fiscal impact amount by S. Smith, D. Wilson (no amount indicated on original). The fiscal 
impact is included in the “up to $700,000” on the previous resolution, however, this resolution 
is to approve the position itself. On amendment to include fiscal impact, voice vote taken, MC. 
Roll Vote on amended resolution to include fiscal impact of $26,065.51 for the cost of the 
position:  Yes – (17), No (0); Youth: Yes (2); MC. Supv. D. Wilson thanked the folks involved with 
radio communications - first responders, EMTs, Fire Department, Law Enforcement, etc., who 
came to this meeting and have put a lot of hours in for this project.  

 
12. Committee Reports – dispensed.  
13. Chair Appointments – To Veterans Service Commission - Blaine Churchill to replace Ellory Medor; to BOA 

– Paul Zollver to replace David Dodge; to LEPC – Gary Kneisel, Ken Collins, Mark Makala, David Wilson 
(spelling to be verified yet for LEPC appointments); to EDC - Stephen Smith; to NWRPC as alternate – 
Linda Featherly. Supv. D. Wilson approved the appointments, 2nd by Supv. C. Stariha; MC.  

14. Citizen Comments – none at this time. Tim Kessler thanked the board members for nominating him for 
the Vice Chair position and appreciates the support shown.  

15. Chair Comments – The reopening of our Senior Centers is the right step; the approval of the 
Communications Study for the Radio System upgrade is a giant step.  

16. Possible Future Agenda Items – special board meeting, this Thursday at 6:00 pm.  
17. Audit Per Diems on motion by Supv. D. Wilson, 2nd by Supv. S. Smith; MC.  
18. Adjourn at 7:48 p.m. on motion by Supv. D. Wilson, 2nd by Supv. S. Smith; MC.  
 
Copy via Email: County Clerk; Department Heads; News Media. Individuals with qualifying disabilities under the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, in need of accommodations, should contact the County Clerk’s Office at 468-4600 at 
least 24 hours prior to the meeting.  
 
A majority of the members of the County Board of Supervisors or any of its committees may be present at this 
meeting. If a majority of any such body is present, their presence constitutes a “meeting” under the Open Meeting 
Law as interpreted in State ex rel. Badke v. Greendale Village Board, 173 Wis. 2d 553 (1993), even though the visiting 
body will take no action at this meeting.  
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