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COVID-19: Third Confirmed Case – No Risk to Washburn County Residents 
 

Washburn County, WI – The Washburn County Health Department confirmed the third case of COVID-19 in a 
Washburn County resident on Friday, June 5, 2020. The individual has a permanent address in Washburn County 
but has been outside of Washburn County, where they have tested positive.  
 
“Everything related to this resident’s case has occurred elsewhere, so there is no immediate risk to other 
Washburn County residents from this particular case,” said Cheri Nickell, Washburn County Health Officer.  
 
Diseases, including COVID-19, are reported based on the individual’s permanent residence. If an individual lives 
in Duluth but is tested here in Washburn County, the results are reported to the St. Louis County Health 
Department. It would then be the responsibility of the St. Louis County Health Department to interview the 
individual and contact the Washburn County Health Department if there are any close contacts identified in our 
county. We would then follow up with the close contacts who reside in Washburn County.  
 
In this case, the Washburn County Health Department is in charge of interviewing the individual and contacting 
any relevant health departments where this person may have had close contacts during their infectious period. 
Again, this event took place outside of Washburn County and there is no risk to the general public from this 
specific case.  
 
While there is no risk from this case, we urge the public to remain vigilant in protecting against COVID-19. With 
no medicine or vaccine to treat or prevent the virus, Washburn County residents can take these steps to reduce 
their risk: 
 
 Wash your hands with soap and warm water for at least 20 seconds.  
 Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth.  
 Cough and sneeze into your elbow or a tissue. Dispose of the tissue after using, and then wash your 

hands.  
 Use hand sanitizer if you cannot wash your hands.  
 Practice social distancing of 6 feet or more 
 Wear a cloth face mask or covering when in public where social distancing is difficult. 
 Avoid large gatherings, especially gatherings with those outside of your household. 
 Stay home if you are sick. 
 Get tested if you have symptoms of COVID-19 

  
The COVID-19 situation is rapidly evolving. Please visit https://www.co.washburn.wi.us/news/public-
health/Coronavirus-Outbreak for up-to-date information and links to resources related to COVID-19. 
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