
Breakthrough Case Information — compiled 08/25/2021 

NATIONAL DATA 

On a national level, the US Centers for 

Disease Control and Protection (CDC) 

only monitors hospitalizations and 

deaths, from any cause, among fully 

vaccinated individuals with COVID-19, 

but not breakthrough infections, 

which it stopped monitoring May 1, 

2021. Not all state health 

departments are reporting 

breakthrough case data, making it 

difficult to get a clear national picture 

of the current situation. 

 

The Kaiser Family Foundation 

published  (July 30, 2021) an analysis 

of available state breakthrough case 

data from 24 states. This analysis 

found that almost all (more than 9 in 

10) COVID-19 cases, hospitalizations, 

and deaths have occurred among 

people who are not vaccinated. 

Displayed in the figure to the right.  

The full report can be viewed at 

https://www.kff.org/policy-watch/

covid-19-vaccine-breakthrough-cases-

data-from-the-states/  
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STATE DATA 

The Wisconsin Department of Health Services (DHS) has started releasing monthly breakthrough case data 

with the intention of updating it on the 15th of every month.  The following charts represent data for cases 

with an onset through July 2021. This data is available on the DHS website at https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/

covid-19/vaccine-status.htm 
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STATE DATA 

The rate of cases in fully vaccinated individuals increased in July, corresponding with the more infectious Delta 

variant becoming the dominant strain and the start of the current surge of COVID-19 cases. The rate of cases 

in unvaccinated/not fully vaccinated individuals was nearly three times (3x) as high as in fully vaccinated 

individuals.  



STATE DATA 

Unvaccinated individuals were 3.7 times more likely to be hospitalized than fully vaccinated individuals in July.  

Unvaccinated individuals were 11 times more likely to die than fully vaccinated individuals in July. 



LOCAL DATA 

Washburn County has  a low number of breakthrough cases. As such, some data markers cannot be reported 

by the number of cases and will instead be reported as percentages in order to guarantee patient privacy. All 

data is for the range starting January 1, 2021 through August 25, 2021 (01/01/21-08/25/21).  

 Number Percent 

Fully Vaccinated Individuals as of 8/25/21 8,508 54.1% 

Not Fully Vaccinated Individuals  
as of 8/25/21 

7,212 45.9% 

Total Cases 1/1/21-8/25/21 564 — 

Cases in Fully Vaccinated Individuals 15 2.7% 

Cases in Not Fully Vaccinated Individuals 549 97.3% 

Hospitalizations in NOT Fully Vaccinated/

Unvaccinated Individuals 
— 97.8% 

Deaths in NOT Fully Vaccinated 

Individuals/Unvaccinated Individuals 
— 100% 

Data from Washburn County cases demonstrates that the overwhelming majority of cases, hospitalizations, 

and deaths have occurred in not fully vaccinated/unvaccinated individuals. These findings are consistent with 

the available national analysis presented on page one and DHS data on pages two through four that affirm 

vaccine efficacy for preventing serious illness, hospitalization, and death. No vaccine is 100 percent effective, 

and as such we expect to see a small share of fully vaccinated people test positive for COVID-19. Breakthrough 

cases typically report mild illness or no symptoms, reflected in the data above.  


