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HOUSING 
 
 
2.1 INTRODUCTION 
 
Finding affordable housing is often one of the greatest challenges faced by community residents.  
In developing a 20-year comprehensive plan for Washburn County, the existing housing 
situation has been analyzed and recommendations made to meet the county’s housing needs to 
the year 2025. 
 
 
2.2 66.1001 REQUIREMENTS 
 
This section includes a compilation of background information, goals, objectives, actions and/or 
policies, projections, and recommended programs of Washburn County to provide an adequate 
housing supply that meets existing and forecasted housing demands. 
 
 
2.3 EXISTING HOUSING STOCK CHARACTERISTICS 
 
Table 2.1 addresses the number and type of housing units in the county for the period 1980-2000.  
During that time frame, Washburn County exhibited a 24 percent increase in housing units, 
which amounted to an additional 2,098 new units, putting total housing units at 10,814 in 2000.  
Vacant units, after experiencing an increase in 1990, showed a decline in 2000 for a net loss of 
52 units.  The number of seasonal, recreational, or occasional use units grew significantly from 
1980 to 1990 and then leveled off between 1990 and 2000. 
 

Table 2.1: Housing Stock 1980-2000 

Washburn County 1980 1990 2000 Change 
1980-1990 

Change 
1990-2000 

Total Housing Units 8,716 9,829 10,814 1,113 985 
            
Total Occupied Housing Units (Households) 4,883 5,456 6,604 573 1148 

Owner-Occupied Units  3,847 4,162 5,339 315 1177 
Renter Occupied Units 1,036 1,294 1,265 258 -29 

Vacant Units 450 569 398 119 -171 
Seasonal, Recreational, or Occasional Use Units 3,383 3,804 3,812 421 8 
            
Average Household Size  2.67 2.49 2.39 -0.18 -0.10 

Source: US Census Bureau 1980, 1990, 2000 
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Occupancy Characteristics 
Table 2.2 references the occupancy characteristics of Washburn County communities.  In 2000, 
5,339 (80.8%) of all occupied housing units were identified as owner occupied, representing a 
28.3 percent increase from 1990.  Renter occupied units comprised only about 19 percent of all 
occupied housing units in Washburn County in 2000.   
 

Table 2.2: Housing Characteristics by Community 

MCD 

Total 
Housing 

Units 

Occupied 
Housing 

Units 

Owner 
Occupied 

Units 

Renter 
Occupied 

Units 
Total Vacant 

Units 

Seasonal or 
Recreational 

Use 
Vacant Year-
Round Units

Towns        
Barronett 192 152 144 8 40 33 7 
Bashaw 387 339 300 39 48 35 13 
Bass Lake 277 192 171 21 85 73 12 
Beaver Brook 280 253 205 48 27 17 10 
Birchwood 528 191 177 14 337 329 8 
Brooklyn 227 117 107 10 110 103 7 
Casey 657 213 198 15 444 438 6 
Chicog 476 128 120 8 348 337 11 
Crystal 184 117 105 12 67 59 8 
Evergreen 530 413 372 41 117 100 17 
Frog Creek 86 65 53 12 21 15 6 
Gull Lake 145 65 58 7 80 74 6 
Long Lake 590 284 245 39 306 279 27 
Madge 410 202 180 22 208 196 12 
Minong 1,221 390 357 33 831 813 18 
Sarona 263 165 143 22 98 89 9 
Spooner 383 259 241 18 124 110 14 
Springbrook 300 227 191 36 73 63 10 
Stinnett 133 100 82 18 33 28 5 
Stone Lake 362 221 189 32 141 128 13 
Trego 528 347 308 39 181 168 13 
Villages        
V Birchwood 269 227 165 62 42 36 6 
V Minong 247 230 149 81 17 8 9 
Cities        
C Shell Lake 890 559 387 172 331 275 56 
C Spooner 1,249 1,148 692 456 101 6 95 
Washburn Co. 10,814 6,604 5,339 1,265 4,210 3,812 398 

Source: U.S. Census 2000, SF1 
 
Seasonal Homes 
Trends that have been identified as taking place throughout northern Wisconsin in the past 10 to 
15 years may also impact Washburn County. One is the conversion of seasonal homes into 
permanent residences, especially by individuals at retirement age; and second is the conversion 
of permanent homes into seasonal homes as area residents retire and spend winters in a more 
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temperate climate.  As no specific data exists on these trends for Washburn County, it is difficult 
to definitively describe where and at what rate these conversions are taking place. 
 
Table 2.3 compares in detail the occupancy and tenure characteristics for Washburn County and 
the State of Wisconsin.  As referenced in the table, 4,210 (38.9%) of all county housing units in 
2000 were identified as vacant with 90.5 percent of those vacant units reported as seasonal, 
leaving a “true” vacancy rate of 3.7 percent.  Because of the high seasonal housing levels, overall 
housing vacancy rates in the county were greater than the state rate. 
 

Table 2.3: Total Housing Units, Occupancy, and Tenure; 
Washburn County and State of Wisconsin, 2000 

Housing Units Washburn County State of Wisconsin 
 Number Percent Number Percent 

Total Units 10,814 100.0% 2,321,144 100.0% 
Occupied 6,604 61.1% 2,084,544 89.8% 

Owner 5,339 80.8% 1,426,361 68.4% 
Renter 1,265 19.2% 658,183 31.6% 

Vacant 4,210 38.9% 236,600 10.2% 
For Rent 128 3.0% 38,714 16.4% 
For Sale 91 2.2% 17,172 7.3% 
Seasonal 3,812 90.5% 142,313 60.1% 
Other 179 4.3% 38,401 16.2% 

Source: U.S. Census 2000, SF1 
 
Decline in Inhabitants Per Occupied Housing Unit 
A trend common to many northern Wisconsin towns and rural areas in general is the gradual 
decline of inhabitants per occupied household or average household size.  Table 2.1 indicates 
that, in 2000, Washburn County had an average of 2.39 persons per household, representing a 
decline from the both the 1980 and 1990 levels.  The central trends causing this decline include 
the out migration of inhabitants over 18 for work or school, overall smaller family sizes, fewer 
families with children moving into the town, fewer children being born to Washburn County 
residents, and a steady divorce rate.  Additionally, many households are composed of retired 
couples or single person households. 
 
Table 2.4 compares housing characteristics for Washburn County with the surrounding Counties 
of Barron, Burnett, Douglas, and Sawyer.  According to the 2000 Census, seasonal, recreational, 
or occasional units accounted for 35.3 percent of the total housing units in the county.  
Approximately 3.7 percent of total housing units were vacant (excluding seasonal, recreational & 
occasional use units).  The county’s median housing value in 2000 ($85,700) was higher than 
Barron and Douglas Counties, but lower than Burnett and Sawyer. 
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Table 2.4: Comparison of Housing Characteristics 

  
Washburn 

County Barron County Burnett 
County Douglas County Sawyer 

County 
Total Housing Units 10,814 20,969 12,582 20,356 13,722 
% Occupied Housing Units 61.1% 85.1% 52.6% 87.5% 48.4% 
% Seasonal 35.3% 11.0% 45.0% 8.6% 48.5% 
% Vacant (exc. Seasonal) 3.7% 3.9% 2.4% 3.9% 3.1% 
*Median Housing Value $85,700  $78,000  $87,500  $69,900  $94,300  
Source: U.S. Census 2000, SF1 and SF3 
 * Specified owner-occupied units 
 
Age Characteristics 
Understanding the relative age of the housing stock is a 
good indicator of the quality and condition of the 
available housing.  Over 35 percent of the homes in 
Washburn County were built before 1960 (40+ years 
ago), which might indicate that the need for repair and 
maintenance is likely over the 20-year planning period.  
Table 2.5 lists the percent of the county’s total housing 
stock by the year in which it was built.  Figure 2.1 depicts 
the age of the housing units by year built with a more 
detailed breakdown of quantity of units for the decade 
from 1990 to March 2000. 
 

Table 2.5: Age of Housing Stock 

Year Structure Built 
Percent of Total 
Housing Stock 

1990 to March 2000 21.2% 
1980 to 1989 14.5% 
1970 to 1979 18.3% 
1960 to 1969 10.2% 
1950 to 1959 8.6% 
1940 to 1949 8.5% 
1939 or earlier 18.7% 
Total 100% 
Source: U.S. Census 2000, SF3 
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Figure 2.1: Age of Housing Stock
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Structural Characteristics 
 
Units in Structure 
1-Unit, Detached--This is a 1-unit structure detached from any other house; that is, with open 
space on all four sides.  Such structures are considered detached even if they have an adjoining 
shed or garage.  A one-family house that contains a business is considered detached as long as 
the building has open space on all four sides.  Mobile homes or trailers to which one or more 
permanent rooms have been added or built also are included. 
 
1-Unit, Attached--This is a 1-unit structure that has one or more walls extending from ground to 
roof separating it from adjoining structures.  In row houses (sometimes called townhouses), 
double houses, or houses attached to nonresidential structures, each house is a separate, attached 
structure if the dividing or common wall goes from ground to roof. 
 
Table 2.6 references the type of structural housing units in Washburn County as reported by the 
U.S. Census Bureau in 1980, 1990, and 2000.  The 2000 Census reports that of the 10,814 total 
housing units, 8,862 (81.9%) are 1-unit detached, 79 (0.7%) are 1-unit attached homes and 1,125 
(10.4%) are mobile homes.  The percent of representation in each category has been fairly 
consistent since 1980 except for a reclassification of mobile homes to the other category after 
1980. 
 

Table 2.6: Units in Structure 1980-2000 

 1980 1990 2000 
1-Unit Detached 6,782 7,777 8,862 
1-Unit Attached 18 64 79 
2-4 Unit (multi-family) 410 326 435 
5 or more Unit (multi-family) 668 222 241 
Mobile Home or Trailer  838 1,262 1,125 
Boat, RV, Van, Other 0 178 72 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau: 1980 STF3A, 1990 STF1, 2000 SF3 
 

Table 2.7 shows the number of rooms in 
housing units for Washburn County as 
reported by the U.S. Census Bureau for 
the years 1990 and 2000.  During that 
decade, the percent of representation in 
each size of housing unit has remained 
fairly consistent. Numerically, the largest 
increases were in 3-room and 8-room units 
and the largest decrease was in 5-room 
units. 
 
 

Table 2.7: Number of Rooms in Housing Units 

Rooms 1990 2000 
1 room 233 261 
2 rooms 471 600 
3 rooms 1113 1,381 
4 rooms 2,179 2,334 
5 rooms 2,340 2,193 
6 rooms 1,590 1,680 
7 rooms 950 1,019 
8 rooms 521 740 
9 or more rooms 432 606 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1990 STF1, 2000 SF3
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Value Characteristics 
The 2000 Census Bureau identifies the value of all owner-occupied housing units in Washburn 
County.  Of the 5,339 owner-occupied housing units in Washburn County, 2,143 (40.1%) are 
valued between $50,000 and $99,999.  About 22 percent of owner-occupied homes are valued 
under $50,000.  Figure 2.2 gives a detailed breakdown of existing housing values in Washburn 
County. 

Figure 2.2: Value of Owner-Occupied Housing Units  
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Source: U.S. Census 2000, SF3 

 
Housing Market 
The MLS (Multiple Listing Service) database was used to determine the number of off-water 
residential listings and prices within Washburn County as of January 7, 2003.  This database 
does not include residential properties for sale through private individuals.  Within Washburn 
County, 125 off-water listings were found, ranging in price from $29,900 to $499,000.  The 
average sale price of residential listings was $129,346.  Figure 2.3 depicts the number of listings 
in the MLS system and price ranges of residential, off-water properties in Washburn County. 
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Affordability Analysis 
The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), defines affordability as 
paying no more than 30 percent of household income for housing.  This affordability standard is 
not an underwriting standard; it does not say that households are unable to pay more than that 
amount.  Households may choose to pay more to get the housing they need or want.  However, 
according to HUD standards, people should have the choice of having decent and safe housing 
for no more than 30 percent of their annual household income.  The approach required by HUD 
for Consolidated Plans is to look at the median household income for a community and 
determine how many units are available to various low- and moderate-income households.  
Extremely low-income households are those with incomes below 30 percent of the area median 
household income.  Very low income is defined as an income between 30 and 50 percent of the 
area median household income.  Low-income households are those with incomes between 50 and 
80 percent of the area median household income.  Moderate-income households have incomes 
between 80 and 95 percent of the area median household income. 
 
Table 2.8 depicts housing affordability based on the median household income ($33,716) for 
Washburn County.  Local jurisdictions within Washburn County have quite variable median 
household incomes, ranging from $23,636 for residents of the Village to Birchwood, to $43,500 
in the Town of Bashaw. 
 

Table 2.8: Housing Affordability 

 

2000 Household 
Income 

Affordable Monthly 
Housing Costs 

Estimated Affordable 
Home Price1 

Not including taxes, 
insurance, utilities, or 

other costs 

# Listings 
countywide2

in April 2000

Percent of Median Household 
Income Low High Low High Low High Homes 

Extremely Low Income (0 % to 30 %) $0 $10,115 $0 $253 $0 $38,028 0 

Very Low Income (30% to 50%) $10,115 $16,858 $253 $421 $38,028 $63,280 23 

Low Income (50% to 80%) $16,858 $26,973 $421 $674 $63,280 $101,307 43 

Moderate Income (80% to 95%) $26,973 $32,030 $674 $801 $101,307 $120,396 2 
Source: U.S. Census 2000 (SF 3) for median HH income, HUD for income percentiles, NWRPC for all Table 2.6 numbers. 
1Based upon a 30-year mortgage financed at 6%, with a 10% down payment – Does not include taxes, utilities, or other housing 
costs. 
2Source: U.S. Census 2000 (SF 3) 
 
According to the U.S. Census, 0 homes were on the market in 2000 at prices considered 
affordable to extremely low-income households.  Twenty-three homes are priced in the range 
considered affordable to very low-income households.  Housing opportunities for low-income 
households were available (43 homes – countywide).  Estimated home affordability price would 
be reduced by the amount being paid in taxes and insurance.  This analysis merely reflects a 
snapshot of the real estate market, as it exists in Washburn County and the U.S. Census, and 
should not be considered comprehensive.  The affordable monthly housing costs in Table 2.8 
would also apply to rental units. 
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According to the Washburn County Comprehensive Planning Survey, 30.4 percent of Washburn 
County respondents were satisfied with the affordability of housing in their community.  
However, 16.4 percent were not satisfied and 53.3 percent were neutral on the issue.   
 
Housing Cost Burden 
Housing affordability, as it relates to low-income households was discussed in the preceding 
section.  The housing cost burden section of the comprehensive plan will examine how housing 
costs impact the overall budgets of homeowners.  The percentage of household income devoted 
to housing costs can be used as an indicator of housing affordability.  A mortgage or rent 
payment that consumes less than 25 percent of a household’s income is generally considered not 
to be a burden to that household.  Households paying between 25 percent and 50 percent are 
considered “cost-burdened”, while households devoting 50 percent or more of their incomes to 
housing are considered “severely cost-burdened.”  Table 2.9 shows the monthly owner costs as a 
percent of household income in 1999 as reported by Census 2000.  In Washburn County, roughly 
21 percent of the specified owner-occupied units exceeded 30 percent of their household income.   
 

Table 2.9: Monthly Owner Costs as a Percent of Household Income – 1999 

Percent of Household Income Units Percent of Specified Units 
Less than 15 Percent 1,160 39.0% 
15.0 to 19.9 Percent 517 17.4% 
20.0 to 24.9 Percent 377 12.7% 
25 to 29.9 Percent 278 9.4% 
30.0 to 34.9 Percent 180 6.1% 
35.0 Percent or More 440 14.8% 
Not Computed 21 0.7% 
Total Specified Units 2,973 100.0% 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, SF3 

 
Rental costs vary based on many factors, including the quality of housing, number of bedrooms, 
and overall size of the housing unit.  In 2000, there were 1,120 specified renter-occupied units 
identified within the Washburn County.  Table 2.10 gives the number of specified renter-
occupied units by amount of gross rent.  According to census data, $413 was the median gross rent.  
 

Table 2.10: Renter- Occupied Housing Units by Gross Rent – 2000 

Gross Rent Units Percent of Specified Units 
Less than $200 121 10.8% 
$200 - $299 123 11.0% 
$300 - $499 472 42.1% 
$500 - $749 248 22.1% 
$750 - $999 20 1.8% 
$1,000 - $1,499 5 0.4% 
$1,500 or more 4 0.4% 
No Cash Rent 127 11.3% 
Total Specified Units 1,120 100.0% 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, SF3 
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Although only 19.2 percent of households are identified as renters, rental costs can significantly 
impact affordability on the percent of costs associated with housing.  Following the 
recommended guidelines from HUD, affordable rental costs (rent and utilities) should not be 
greater than 30 percent of the total household income.  Based on data from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, approximately 31 percent of rental units have rental costs exceeding 30 percent of 
household income (Table 2.11). 
 

Table 2.11: Gross Rent as a Percent of Household Income – 1999 

Percent of Household Income Units Percent of Specified Units 
Less than 15% 223 19.9% 
15.0 to 19.9 Percent 151 13.5% 
20.0 to 24.9 Percent 123 11.0% 
25 to 29.9 Percent 143 12.8% 
30.0 to 34.9 Percent 79 7.1% 
35.0 Percent or More 265 23.7% 
Not Computed 136 12.1% 
Total Specified Units 1,120 100.0% 
Source: US Census Bureau SF3 

 
Property Taxes 
Property taxes can have a significant impact on housing affordability.  Home ownership can be 
put out of reach of low-income families who otherwise may be able to afford a $400 per month 
mortgage payment but cannot afford the additional $100 per month in property taxes.  Property 
taxation is directly correlated with assessed valuation of land and property.  Demand for rural 
land and waterfront property in Washburn County has caused substantial increases in land value.  
The increased land valuation coupled with rising government and school costs has caused 
significant increases in taxes assessed to Washburn County property owners.  According to the 
Washburn County Comprehensive Planning Survey, nearly 60 percent of Washburn County 
property owners were not satisfied with the current property taxation. 
 
Effective full value tax rates amongst towns, villages, and cities range from $12.92 to $21.30 
(assessed in 2003 and collected in 2004).  According to Washburn County officials, the county 
tax rate assessed in 2003 and collected in 2004 was $4.99 per $1,000 of valuation. 
 
 
2.4 PROJECTED HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS 
 
Future growth or decline in housing units can impact local units of government significantly.  
Each housing unit requires public services from fire protection to addressing and tax assessment.  
Projecting future housing units in Washburn County will assist the county and local government 
in planning for future growth. 
 
According to the Census Bureau, Washburn County has experienced a significant increase in 
total housing units since 1980.  During the 20-year period from 1980 to 2000, 2,098 new housing 
units were constructed.  Based upon past trends, total housing units in the county will continue to 
increase to the year 2020.  In 2000, Washburn County had 10,814 units, with projections 
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indicating that by 2010 the county may add 2,493 units and an additional 2,933 units by 2020.  
The projected growth rate indicates approximately 270 new housing units per year through 2020, 
an increase of 50 percent since 2000 (Table 2.12). 
 

Table 2.12: Projected Housing Characteristics 2005-2020 

  2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 
Total Housing Units 10,814 12,122 13,307 14,713 16,240 
            
Total Occupied Housing Units (Households) 6,604 7,338 7,968 8,695 9,472 

Owner-Occupied Units 5,339 5,939 6,449 7,037 7,667 

Renter Occupied Units 1,265 1,399 1,519 1,658 1,806 

Vacant Units 4,210 4,784 5,339 6,018 6,768 

Seasonal Units 3,812 4,521 5,055 5,710 6,432 
            
Average Household Size  2.39 2.31 2.24 2.17 2.10 
Source: US Census Bureau, Wisconsin Department of Administration, Northwest Regional Planning Commission 
 
Projected housing units were derived using known housing trends and making future 
assumptions based on past trends.  Based on data regarding projected population and number of 
households, it was assumed that a decline in the average household size to the year 2020 would 
continue.  An assumption was also made that the ratio between seasonal units and occupied units 
would remain the same as that represented in 2000 to the year 2020.   
 
 
2.5 HOUSING PROGRAMS 
 
The Wisconsin Comprehensive Planning legislation requires that Washburn County compile a 
list of programs to provide an adequate housing supply that meets existing and forecasted 
housing demand in the local governmental unit. 
 
Washburn County Housing Authority 
The Washburn County Housing Authority contracts with Impact Seven, Inc. to manage housing 
projects in the Village of Birchwood, City of Shell Lake, and the City of Spooner.  The authority 
is comprised of a five-citizen committee that oversees and gives direction to Impact Seven, Inc. 
on budget, finance, and administrative duties.  
 
WHEDA (Wisconsin Housing and Economic Development Authority) 
The Wisconsin Housing and Economic Development Authority serves Wisconsin residents and 
communities by working with others to provide creative financing resources and information to 
stimulate and preserve affordable housing, small business, and agribusiness. 
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USDA-Rural Development 
Rural Development administers federal funds to help secure loan options to assist low- and 
moderate-income families with home purchase and rehabilitation.  Rural Development generally 
funds individuals who cannot obtain conventional financing. 
 
CDBG (Community Development Block Grant) Housing Rehabilitation 
CDBG funds are available through HUD (Housing and Urban Development).  These funds are 
available to public or private entities to help offset rehabilitation costs to homeowners, renters, 
and landlords.  These funds are in the form of zero percent interest/deferred payment loans. 
 
Northwest Affordable Housing INC. 
Northwest Affordable Housing Inc. is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that is able to obtain 
funds that are not available to the general public for the purpose of promoting affordable and 
accessible housing for low- and moderate-income persons. 
 
HCRI (Housing Cost Reconstruction Initiative) 
This State of Wisconsin administered program provides federal funds for housing down payment 
and closing costs to low- and moderate-income families.  HOME funds are available for the 
rehabilitation of homes after their purchase. 
 
HOME Program 
This State of Wisconsin administered program provides limited funds for new construction, 
acquisition, and rehabilitation of a home to be purchased.  Program funds for Iron County 
residents is administered by the Ashland County Housing Authority for housing rehabilitation to 
household meeting eligibility requirements. 
 
Indianhead Community Action Agency 
This agency provides weatherization (insulation, windows, doors, energy efficient furnaces, etc.) 
or anything that helps homeowners with even the most modest or extensive home repairs. 
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2.6 HOUSING GOALS, OBJECTIVES, ACTIONS, POLICIES, AND PROGRAMS 
 
A set of recommended goals, objectives, and actions has been developed to assist in the area of 
housing.  Implementation of the identified objectives and actions and coordination with other 
units of governments throughout Washburn County will assist in achieving the overall housing 
goal. 
 

Goal: Ensure that an adequate range of housing units is available, and that they provide 
safe and affordable housing to meet the diverse needs of existing and future county 
residents, while maintaining a predominantly rural atmosphere. 

Objectives Action-Plan 

Seek funding through the Community Development Block Grant 
Program (CDBG) Small Cities Housing Rehabilitation Program, 
Indianhead Community Action Program, and U.S. Department of 
Housing & Urban Development. 

1. Encourage the development 
of housing, both owner- and 
renter-occupied with special 
emphasis on low to 
moderate-income housing. 

Recapitalize the county and local government housing revolving 
loan funds. 

 Make realtors and financial institutions aware of county and local 
government revolving loan funds that are available for down 
payment and closing costs for home purchase. 

2. Encourage the development 
of clustered housing 
development, where 
environmentally appropriate. 

Development of land often referred to, as “clustering” should be 
directed to areas suitable for this development in an effort to 
encourage open space in rural areas. 

Encourage municipalities with sewer and water to maintain up-to-
date sewer/water maps. 

Washburn County zoning to have available copies of sewer/water 
maps. 

3. Encourage the development 
of higher-density housing 
activities to areas where 
municipal services are 
available, such as sewer and 
water. 

Washburn County to maintain municipal requirement to hook-up to 
services. 
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Investigate potential funding opportunities available to these 
organizations to assist in housing opportunities for countywide 
residents. 

4. Work with the Washburn 
County Housing Authority 
Committee (WCHAC) and 
the Housing Coalition for 
Washburn County (HCWC) 
on countywide housing 
issues. 

Seek the acquisition of additional Section 8 vouchers for the 
county. 

 Provide the public with information on these organizations in the 
form of a public outreach campaign. 

 Use the WCHAC and HCWC to assist areas of the county where 
housing needs are present. 

 Develop central data base of housing center, resources, etc. with 
full access to public providers. 

 Establish countywide housing advisory committee to focus on 
countywide housing issues. 

Inventory all local units of government to determine who has 
adopted the Uniform Dwelling Code (UDC). 

Inventory all local units of government to determine who has 
adopted ordinances and grants building or land use permits at the 
local level, including local driveway permits. 

5. Identify towns that have 
adopted or implemented 
housing development 
practices required for 
development within their 
town over and above that 
required by Washburn 
County zoning. 

Encourage the study and adoption of a zero-lot line ordinance for 
Washburn County. 

 
Overall, Washburn County encourages and promotes the private sector to address the needs of all 
income levels, age groups, and persons with special needs in the development of safe and quality 
constructed housing opportunities.  The county itself cannot independently supply the range of 
housing needs local residents may desire.  As a result, the private sector is encouraged to make 
available development or redevelopment of land to accommodate all income levels and housing 
types, including low- and moderate income as part of their development build out. 
 
Many communities throughout the county have recommended that high density housing 
development, such as apartment complexes, be developed in communities having public water 
and sanitary services.  These services contribute to enhanced protection of the environment. 
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